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Questionnaire 
"TOWARDS A 7th ENVIRONMENT ACTION PROGRAMME (EAP) - BETTER IMPLEMENTATION OF EU ENVIRONMENT LAW".
Submitted by Ms Nilgun CANVER (UK/PES) for the purposes of consulting
the Subsidiarity Monitoring Network (SMN).
Ms Canver is the rapporteur for the CoR opinion on Towards a 7th Environment Action Programme (EAP) - better implementation of EU environment law. 
This opinion will discuss the European Commission's Communication of 7 March 2012 on Improving the delivery of benefits from EU environment measures: building confidence through better knowledge and responsiveness, COM (2012) 95 final, and aims to feed into the work on the Commission's proposal for a 7th Environment Action Programme (EAP), scheduled for the end of 2012.


Please complete and submit by 6 July 2012. You can upload the completed questionnaire directly onto the Subsidiarity Monitoring Network website (http://subsidiarity.cor.europa.eu – remember to log in). Alternatively, you can send it by email to subsidiarity@cor.europa.eu. 

	Name of Authority:
	     

	Contact person:
	     

	Contact details (phone, email):
	     

	Member of
	SMN

Europe 2020 Monitoring Platform


Please answer the following questions:

	IMPLEMENTATION OF EU ENVIRONMENT LAW BY LOCAL AND REGIONAL AUTHORITIES
1.  How is the implementation of EU environment law organised in your Member State? Is your local/regional authority involved:
a) in the transposition of EU law into national law? 

b) in the application of - directly applicable and transposed - EU law (e.g. issuing  permits)?

c) in its enforcement (e.g. surveillance, inspections)?



	a) Yes/No
b) Yes/No

c) Yes/No


	The above-mentioned communication COM (2012) 95 considers enhancing and improving implementation as a priority objective of European environment policy. Accordingly, it examines "means of helping Member States achieve a fully systematic approach in knowledge collection and dissemination and greater responsiveness to problems on the ground" (introduction, p. 2).

	

	SUBSIDIARITY
Improving knowledge on implementation

2.  Should the provisions of the Access to Information Directive
, which contains minimum requirements on the dissemination and quality of information, be strengthened?

	Yes/No

	Comment (max. 300 words).



	Improving responsiveness at central, regional and local level

	Inspections and surveillance in relation to the implementation of EU legislation at national level
3.  Should the existing EU framework for inspections and surveillance at national level
, which currently applies only to industrial facilities, be upgraded:
a) through recommendations?
b) through binding provisions?



	a) Yes/No

b) Yes/No

	Comment (max. 350 words).


	Inspections and surveillance at EU level
4.  Should the EU create its own inspection and surveillance system complementing national mechanisms and measures in a targeted way at EU level?


	Yes/No

	Comment (max. 300 words).



	Handling complaints at national level

5.  Should the EU set criteria for the handling of complaints by Member States (e.g. by  providing  general safeguards on confidentiality and timeliness; providing citizens with a means of bringing their grievances to the attention of an independent national administrative review body):
a) through recommendations?
b) through binding provisions?


	a) Yes/No

b) Yes/No


	Access to justice

6.  Should the EU define the conditions for efficient and effective access to national courts in  respect of all areas of EU environment law:
a) through recommendations?

b) through binding provisions?


	a) Yes/No
b) Yes/No

	Comment (max. 350 words).




____________________________

Privacy Statement: The follow-up to your contribution requires that your personal data (name, contact details, etc.) be processed in a file. All the answers to the questions are voluntary. Your replies will be kept for a period of 5 years after the reception of the questionnaire. Should you require further information or wish to exercise your rights under Regulation (EC) No. 45/2001 (e.g. to access, rectify, or delete your data), please contact the data controller (Head of Unit E2) at subsidiarity@cor.europa.eu. If necessary, you may also contact the CoR Data Protection Officer (data.protection@cor.europa.eu). You have the right of recourse to the European Data Protection Supervisor at any time (www.edps.europa.eu). 
Please note that the questionnaire with your contribution and your contact details will be published online. Your questionnaire may be transmitted to CoR rapporteurs and other EU institutions for information purposes. If you do not wish your questionnaire to be made available for this purpose, please notify us accordingly.
EN








� Directive 2003/34EC on public access to environmental information and repealing Council Directive 90/313/EEC.


� Recommendation 2001/331/EC providing for minimum criteria for environmental inspections in Member States and binding sectoral provisions.
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